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Please read as some things are NEW
° NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE. Visit www.missouritaxidermist.org to register.

° NEW RULE - % lifesize mounts, or any mount not including the entirety of the animal, is con-
sidered a Gamehead and will be in the Gamehead category.

° NEW RULE - Due to the widespread use of them in manufacturing in our industry, the use of
3D printers in the creation of your mounts is no longer prohibited.

o You must pick up your registration packet at the registration desk before bringing any mounts
into the building.

o If you wish to place your mount in the competition room, it must be registered, groomed,
and photographed on Thursday July 31st from 4pm — 7:30pm. Otherwise, someone on the competi-
tion committee will be placing the mount in the competition room.

o After your mount is placed you MUST LEAVE THE COMPETITION ROOM. No loitering in the
grooming area or competition room.

o No mounts are to be left overnight in the grooming area.
o Registration closes at noon Friday.
o Remember! In order to receive any credit for work such as molding your own parts, sculpting

your own form, or making your own habitat you MUST provide proof of work. This could be includ-
ing the mold, showing pictures, etc. Just stating it is your work will NOT be sufficient to receive any
credit. With no proof of work, it will be assumed that these are commercial parts.

VENDORS

FOR AN UPDATED AND COMPLETE LIST VISIT THE MTA FACEBOOK PAGE

MOYLE MINK TANNERY
BEETLE JUICE SKULL WORKS
RHONDA’S RUGGERY
BLACKSTONE EPOXIE BASES
TAXI EYE

CHAMBERS LEATHER WORK
S&B ENTERPRISE




WYNDHAM

HOTELS & RESORTS

WYNDHAM EXECUTIVE CENTER
COLUMBIA MO

2200 INTERSTATE 70 DR SW, COLUMBIA, MO
65203
PHONE: (573) 445-8531

A block of rooms have been set aside at The Wyndham Executive Center
at a reduced rate for the guests attending the Missouri Taxidermist Com-
petition and Convention. Once this room block is full, the hotel cannot
guarantee rooms at the same rate. The special room rate for MTA guests
starts at $119.00/night plus. THIS ROOM BLOCK IS ONLY AVAIL-
ABLE UNTIL JUNE 30TH. WHEN THE ROOMS IN THE BLOCK
ARE GONE, THE SPECIAL RATES ARE GONE, AND THERE MAY
OR MAY NOT BE ROOM AVAILABILITY. NO RESERVATIONS
AFTER JUNE 30TH WILL BE GUARANTEED THIS RATE.




Thursday July 31st, 2025

2:00 pm —4:00 pm
4:00 pm - 7:30 pm

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm (Seminar A)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm (Seminar B)

Friday August 1st, 2025
8:00 am -

8:00 am - 10:00 am (Seminar A)
8:00 am -

8:00 am

10:00 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 12:30 pm (Seminar A)
10:30 am - 12:30 pm (Seminar B)

10:00 am

12:00 pm

10:00 pm - Noon

12:30pm - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm -
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm (Seminar A)
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (Seminar B)

4:00 pm

6:30 pm-10:30 pm

Saturday, Aug 2nd 2025
9:00 am -

9:00 am

9:00 am - 11:00am (Seminar A)
9:00 am -
10:00 am - 11:00 am (Seminar B)

11:30 am - 1:30 pm (Seminar A)

Noon

1:00pm - 3:00 pm (Seminar B)
1:00pm - 5:00 pm

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (Seminar A)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

4:30 pm
- Noon

11:00 am

2025 COMPETITION AND CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Setup Competition and Vendor area. Please help if you can.
Registration and Check-in.

Cole Cruickshank - Antler Rebuild and Repair

Blake Reiminger - Painting a Turkey Head

Vendors set up in designated area.

Scott Roscoe - Gamehead Mounting Using Reference

Registration and check-in. Note: Entries may be groomed, photo

graphed and all mounts will be placed by the MTA board.

Judging Begins; competition area closes. No entries accepted after 12:00 pm.
Competitors will not be allowed in competition area until judging is complete
Orientation for new competitors. If you have never attended our show, please come
to this short tour of the convention and learn what will be happening throughout
the weekend. Please meet at the registration desk.

Clay Wagner - Mounting a Shoulder Mount Bobcat

Mike Nakielski - Mounting waterfowl

Vendors Open (Please support each of our vendors!)

Break for Lunch

Vendors Open (Please support each of our vendors!)

Lance VanDusen - Troubleshooting African Game

Tim Perkins - Competition Techniques for Templating and Carving a Body
Single Man and 2-Man Team Live Mounting Competition / Auction / Social
(Cash Bar, keg beer provided)

Competition area open to registerees / Voting for Choice Awards / Judges critiques
Late Registration - NO entries accepted. There is a one-day registration for $50
Eric Peterson - Rep. from Reynods demonstrating Smooth On and Polygem
Vendors Open

JD Matthews - Kids Seminar - your child will be painting a duck decoy, and it
will be entered into a contest. Winners will be voted on by all in attendance and
announced at the banquet.

James Wood - Turkey Fleshing and Prepping

Competitors’ Voting ballots must be in by this time.

Brian Olsen - Introduction to molding and casting using plastics and silicones
Vendors Open (Some Vendors may elect to tear down at the end of the day)

Mark Hernandez - Whitetail Anatomy Study

Social Hour - Cash bar in the banquet room.

Banquet - Buffet Style Dinner. Tickets must be purchased by June 30th.

Awards Ceremony - Open to all competitors after the meal concludes

ALL award winners need to be photographed with their mounts and awards IMMEDIATELY after the banquet.

Sunday, Aug 3rd 2025

8:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

-9:00 am
-9:00 am

- 10:00 am

Competition area open to public until meeting begins.

Vendors Open (Remaining vendors may elect to tear down during this time)
Judges Dismissed——-

MTA BUSINESS MEETING Competition area closes. Mounts may be removed at
the conclusion of business meeting but not before. Out of state competitors will be
removed first. NO EXCEPTIONS!! Convention closes.



INDIVIDUAL AND
2-PERSON LIVE MOUNTING
COMPETITION & AUCTION

This year we are doing something new. There will be an individual and 2-person teams competing in sep-
arate live mounting competitions. All registered competitors are eligible, so find a partner, or fly solo, and
start brainstorming ideas for what you will be mounting. As in previous years, drinks will be provided, as
well as a cash bar. We will be holding our auction during this event.

- $100 entry fee per team - 100% Payback to First Place

- $50 entry fee per individual - 100% Payback to First Place

- First place competitors will also receive custom champion belt buckles.

- 3 % Hours on Friday Night, with 30 minutes Sat morning to complete/groom mount(s)

-
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MO Vets is again Sponsoring Championship
Belt Buckles to the winners of the Masters
Division Combined Artists Category

The challenge is open to all competitors regardless of Mink Challen ge

division; however, the judges will chose their favorite mount
from those entered. A species of animal is chosen for the
“Challenge”. Each entrant must be a registered competitor as
well as pay an extra fee of $15 to enter the “Challenge” The
animal chosen by last year’s winner is a Life-size mink. The
winner is ultimately the Judge’s Choice. The winner receives
a ribbon, the total fees paid in for the challenge, and have
the honor of choosing next year’s challenge animal. A special
Challenge Entry space has been provided on the registration
form.




THIS YEAR MARK HUSER IS AGAIN
SPONSORING THE
JOLLY ROGER AWARD. THIS IS AN
AWARD THAT WILL BE GIVEN IN THE
MEMORY OF LONG TIME MTA MEMBER
ROGER VOGEL. HIS KNOWLEDGE AND
EXPERTISE ARE MISSED, AS WELL AS
HIS GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR. THIS
AWARD WILL BE GIVEN TO A MOUNT
‘ IN THE SHOWROOM THAT STRIKES
h | YOUR FUNNY BONE. THIS AWARD
WILL BE SELECTED FROM ALL SHOW
ENTRIES, REGARDLESS OF SCORE OR

DIVISION.

MISSOURL TAXIDLERMIST ASSQCIATION
STATE CHIAMPPION

MISSOURI TAXIDER

_ STATE Ck

COMPETE FOR ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER AND
DIFFICULT AWARDS TO WIN AT THE MTA, OUR STATE
CHAMPION AWARDS. THERE ARE ONLY 5 OF THESE IM-
PRESSIVE LOOKING AWARDS AVAILABLE EVERY YEAR.
DO THE BEST MOUNT, AND ONE COULD BE YOURS.



2025 Judges

We have invited four very accomplished judges to be with us this year. Each has won hon-
ors and judged at every level of competition. Competitors will have a great opportunity
to get “one-on-one” information from an expert in each category. Our judges for the 2025

MTA Competition &Convention are:

Tim Perkins - Fish/Reptiles

First I'd like to thank the Missouri Taxidermy Association
for asking me to judge. I along with my beautiful wife Edna
and our four dogs live in Bloomer Wisconsin, the jump
rope capital of the world.

[ started dabbling in taxidermy way back in 1979. In 1988

[ took some lessons from another taxidermist, joined the
'WTA and never looked back. Over the years I've won many| |
state titles mostly with fish but also a couple with birds and
|[deer heads. I was also awarded North America champion
for fish back in 2007 (I think or maybe 2008). I'm looking
forward to meeting all of you. See you in July!

Mark Hernandez - Whitetails

My name is Mark Hernandez, and I reside in San
Antonio, Texas with my wife, Marci, and our two
sons, Carson and Jaxson. My interest in taxidermy
started at the young age of 7 years old after several
years of hunting and fishing with my Father. My
[career in the taxidermy industry started while I was
in high school about 18 years ago, sweeping floors
and prepping skins - all the while learning and soak-
ing up as much knowledge as I could, which even-
tually led me to where I am today, working in one
[of South Texas’ most premiere studios. I specialize
in Whitetail deer, game heads, and waterfowl. As a
judge for this competition the most important thing
for me is educating and sharing my techniques and
knowledge to hopefully help you for your future
successes. I look forward to meeting everyone and
seeing the familiar faces for this upcoming show.




Mike Nakielski - Birds

Mike Nakielski, taxidermist and judge, first became im-
mersed in the art of taxidermy at age 10, when his father
helped him mount a goose. Since then, his passion for both
hunting and taxidermy grew, and so did his dedication for
sharing his talent with others, including taxidermists newer
[to the field. Mike has carried his father’s original establish-
ment forward into what is now known as Pro Taxidermy—a
[business rooted in tradition, precision, and a deep respect

4 |for the outdoors.

|Over the years, his work has been recognized at the high-
est levels in the industry. Mike first started competing in
1995 at age 14 and has competed every year since then. He
* |has received multiple honors such as State, National, In-
ternational, and World titles. He is also a sculptor for Ohio
Taxidermy Supply. These acknowledgments reflect not just
his skill, but his lifelong dedication to the craft. Mike is es-
pecially well-known for his bird mounts, where attention to
detail, lifelike presentation, and artistic composition set his
work apart.

Today, Pro Taxidermy operates from his home in Iron
Ridge, Wisconsin, where Mike lives with his wife, Jen, and
[two children, Michael and Jocelyn.

[Clay Wagner - Mammals/GH

[ live in a small community in south central Texas, I've
[been involved in taxidermy for over 30 years, mounting
animals from all over the world. I've also managed an
[exotic game ranch, and feeding and doctoring exotics
allows you to study them up close and alive. Some of my
achievements in the competition room are 2nd in the
world lifesize mammals, National champion game head,
Multiple Texas State champion in whitetail deer, game
fhead, large and small lifesize.




AWARDS BANQUET

The Awards Banquet will be held Saturday, August 2nd beginning at 7:00 p.m. (Social hour begins at
6pm) It is very important for the host hotel to know exactly how many will be eating (as well as for
seating purposes) so you MUST order your banquet tickets on your registration form. No addition-
al tickets will be sold after Jue 30th; and there will be NO REFUNDS!! Following the meal, we will
present the major awards for the evening. These include, but are not limited to:

AWARDS PRESENTED BY THE MTA:

Best of Show —This award is chosen by the judges, for the best mount in the entire show. It will also
receive the Breakthrough Award.

Best of State—This award is given to the highest scoring mount in the entire competition and is ONLY
given to members who reside in MO

Best Out of State —This award goes to the highest scoring mount by an entrant from a state other than
MO; it need not be a blue ribbon.

H.A. Nixon Best All-Around - Master’s Div.: is open to Missouri Taxidermist Association members
only. This award goes to the highest cumulative scoring competitor who enters & ribbons in all 4 categories fish
or reptiles/amph./other, bird, mammal (life size), & game head (any shoulder mount mammal). Reproduc-
tion/Recreation, Competitor & Art Categories do not qualify.

George Wallace Best Overall Whitetail —This goes to the highest scoring whitetail in the competi-
tion. Recipients will receive an award, as well as have their name engraved on the permanent MTA trophy.

Best of Category— are given in both Master’s and Professional Divisions to go to the highest scoring
mount with a score of 90 or more in each category in their respective divisions. The eligible categories are:
birds, sm. mammals, Ig. mammals, fish, game heads, turkey, whitetails, game heads, reproduction/recreation,
mixed group, and reptile.

Best Overall Professional —This award is similar to Best All-Around, but requires that all 4 pieces
must be entered in the Prof. Div. One of each 4 entries being in each category: bird, fish or reptiles/amph/
other (skin mounts only), game head (including whitetail), and sm. or lg. life-size mammal. All must ribbon 3rd
or higher with at least one being blue. This is a once in a lifetime award.

Taxidermist’s Choice Awards- Professional Division; award winners are chosen by ballot by all reg-
istered taxidermists at the convention.

Best Amateur Mount — is given to the highest scoring mount in the amateur division.

Paul Schwartz Award- is given to the highest scoring mount in the amateur division by an amateur
taxidermist under the age of 16.

President’s Award—This is a special award presented to a member chosen by the President of the
MTA for their service and dedication on behalf of the Association.

Show Challenge- The subject of the challenge is selected by the winner of the previous challenge.
There is a $15.00 fee to participate and the winner takes all of the cash in the pot. The challenge winner is se-
lected by the judges regardless of score or division.

Best Professional Mount-— Judges collectively choose the best mount in the Pro Division.

Competitor’s Award Professional Division— Highest cumulative scoring 4 mounts in the Pro Divi-
sion

Competitor’s Award- Master Div. Highest cumulative scoring 4 mounts in the Masters Division

Randy Cooper Memorial Award— Best waterfowl mount, selected by a representative.



Antler Repair and Re-Builds
~ With Gole Cruickshank

In this seminar Gole will be going over his method for
rebuilding antier tines and coloring them to match the
existing antlers. He will demonstrate how to recreate
tines using molding and casting, as well as sculpting.
This is a seminar that has been requested a lot, so
hopefully everyone arrives early Thursday so they
don’t miss it.

Length 2 hours

Painting a Turkey Head
~ with Blake Reiminger

World Champion Blake Reiminger will show how he
creates such realistic looking turkey heads on his
mounts. His unique blend of airbrush and PanPastels
has proven to be one of the best methods for coloring
turkey heads.

Length 2 hours

Skull Study - Mounting a Gamehead

~ With Scott Roscoe

In this seminar Scott will show how he uses the skull
from a gamehead to ensure the mount is correct. One
of the hurdles of mounting a quality head, is knowing
how to use the reference you have to make sure

the manikin you are mounting on is accurate. This is

a great seminar for anyone looking to improve the
accuracy of their mounts in the showroom as well as
the shop.

Length 2 hours




Shoulder Mount Bobeat

~ with Clay Wagner

In this seminar Clay will be going over some of the
facial details of a bobcat. Bobcats are one of the most ' ~
mounted mammals, and aiso one of the most difficult '
to pull off accurately. Watch as Glay mounts a shoul- |
der mount bobcat and learn what he does to create a
lifelike, accurate bobeat.

Length 2 hours

African Tips and Tricks

~ With Lance VanDusen

Dealing with African skins can be very challenging,
even for experienced taxidermists. Lance is very well
known for his African work. He is very well knowl-
edged in most all African game, and is a fantastic
taxidermist. In this seminar he will show some of his
tips and tricks to quality African mounts, and how to
work through some problem solving when it comes to
these animals.

Length 2 hours

Competition Fish Technigues

~ with Tim Perkins

Our fish judge Tim Perkins will be carving a fish body
using a cast head and cast fins. He will be emphasizing
competition techniques to get that perfect fit including
making a reference cast and an adjustable top pattern <

to get the perfect curve. For anyone competing with =~ =
fish, this is a great seminar to attend. =

Length 2 hours



Whitetial Anatomy

~ with Mark Hernandez

In this seminar Mark will use clips and photographs of
whitetail deer to show points of anatomical intrest.
Using this reference, Mark will show how he utilizes
form alterations to apply what he sees to his mounts.

Length 2 hours

Turkey Skin Prep

~ With James Wood

The most important part of any taxidermy mount is }
the skin prep that is done before any mounting begins.
This has never been more true than it is with the wild
turkey. Don’t miss this seminar where James Wood
shows how to flesh a turkey skin, de-meat the wings
and prep the skin for the mounting process.

Length 2 hours

Introduction to Molding and Casting

~ with Brian Oisen

Brian Olsen will be making the trip from his home

in W1 to our show this summer, and has agreed to
give a seminar on molding and casting. This is a great
seminar for anyone that is interested in the subject,
but especially good for someone that is just getting
started. Brian will go over the benefits of a vacuum
chamber, pressure pot, what silicones to use for
certain jobs.

Length 2 hours




Smooth On

~ with Reynolds Sales Rep Eric Peterson
In this seminar Eric will go over several products
offered by Reynolds Advanced Materials, including
silicones, casting plastics, etc. from Smooth On, as
well as sculpting epoxies from Polygem. This is a great
seminar for everyone in our industry. | will warn you
though, you will leave with a list of new things you
want to buy!

Length 2 hours

Mounting Waterfowl

~ with Mike Nakaielski

For those that don't know “Mikey", hes one of the
most genuine people you will ever meet at a show. He's
also ingredibly talented, and very knowiedgable. Don't
miss an opportunity to watch him mount a duck in this
great seminar.

Length 2 hours

Kids Seminar - Decoy Painting

~ with JD Matthews

Kids seminars are always fun for children of any age.
This year the Kids will be painting duck decoys. All
supplies will be provided, and all ages of children are
welcome to participate. There will be an award for
the decoy that recieves the most votes for best paint
Job.

Length 1 hour



SPONSORED AWARDS:
Breakthrough Award— Best of Show is selected by the judges. It is given to the mount which
has excellent quality and strong artistic impact. This is also the winner of the MTA Best of Show Award.

Live Mounting Champions — goes to the 2-man team that wins Friday’s live mounting contest.
Judged and decided by the 4 category judges. Winners receive custom belt buckles provided by Scott Ros-
coe.

Taxidermy University Reserve Champion —chosen collectively by the 4 category judges and

goes to the Best of Show runner up.

Hazel Creek Inc. State Champion Awards- an award is given to the highest scoring entry in
each of these five (5) categories: Fish (skin mount or replica), Reptile (skin mount or replica, Bird (bird
or turkey category), Life-size Mammal (small and large), & Gamehead (whitetail or gamehead).

WASCO Award- is selected by the judges for the mount that has the best exhibition of taxider-
my; most creative and most artistic merit, and it must be an original idea. It is judged as a 3-dimensional

piece.
Artisan Award —Taxidermists’ choice; which mount best represents what taxidermy should

aspire to be.
Vandyke’s Award- is to be chosen by the judges for the most original & creative presentation.

McKenzie’s Taxidermist’s Overall Choice Awards— Master’s Division; are sponsored by

McKenzie Taxidermy Supply Company. Best Bird, Fish, Mammal and WT/GH. These award winners are
chosen by all taxidermists registered at the convention.

McKenzie’s Distinguished Service Award-— is given to a member in good standing with the
association who fits these criteria: Promotes professionalism in business, advances the art of taxidermy,
depicts taxidermy and hunting in a positive image, shares knowledge of taxidermy techniques, improves
the quality of his/her taxidermy work, and promotes the goals of the state association. To be chosen by a
vote among the officers of the association.

Polytranspar Award-—a plaque is awarded to the highest scoring fish mount painted with Poly-
transpar airbrush paints.

Combined Artist Champions - The winners of this category receive 2 championship belt
buckles, sponsored by the MO Vets Organization.

National Wild Turkey Federation— a winner is chosen & an award is presented in all 3 divi-

sions by a representative of the NWTE. These awards generally go to turkey mounts.
Jeff Gibson Award— 2 Awards, one for ages 3-10 and one for ages 11-15. These taxidermy/open
art awards are chosen by the judges from ALL kids entries, regardless of the division or category.
Beetleshack Award- is selected from all youth mounts by a Beetleshack representative.

Conservation Federation Award— Best mounts in Professional and Masters Division selected
by a CFA repre Mounted in Alaska Award— Selected by the judges for the mount that tells the best story.

Whitetails Unlimited— Awards for the best whitetail in the amateur, pro, and masters divisions
are selected by a representative.

Mears Whitetail Award — Awards for the best mount on a Mears Whitetail Forms manikin, in
both the Pro and Masters division.

Champions Choice Impact Award —This mount has the greatest impact of any mount in the

room. Selected by the judges.



Missouri Taxidermist Association (MTA)
Rules for Competition
MUST READ

1. Membership in the MTA must be valid prior to entering MTA Competitions. Out-of-state competitors
that choose not to join the MTA must be a current member of their home state’s association. (Must show proof
of membership at onsite registration)

2. Multiple entries in a category are allowed.

3. Any mount considered to be in poor taste by the Competition Committee will be removed from the
competition.

4. Protected species must be accompanied by written proof of, or PROPER, permits for entry.

5. No mount may be entered that has previously been entered in any MTA competition.

6. “Don Frank Master of Masters Division” is reserved for the best of the best. Competitor must meet the

following criteria to qualify: Have won 1st,2nd or 3rd place medallion from WTC, North American or Nation-
al Champion, Breakthrough B.O.S. winner, 2 State titles or an active Judge within past 2yrs. Judging will be by
ballot. Those receiving ballots: those competing in masters division, judges, M.O.M. competitors, past MTA
MOM BOC, or MOM champions. Judging is from 6ft away, no flashlights or touching allowed. This division
will only be held on even numbered years.

7. “Masters Division” is for the taxidermist who wants to compete at the highest and most technically cor-
rect level.
8. “Professional Division” shall mean a person who receives money for their taxidermy work. You, how-

ever, need not be a Professional to compete at this level.

9. “Randy Pike Amateur Division” shall mean a person who receives no money for their taxidermy work.
10.  “Youth Division” shall mean any youth competitor ages 16 and under.
11.  Anyone having received (3) three blue ribbons or (2) two blue ribbons, one being a Best of Category in

a given category in (1) one division at an MTA competition must enter the next highest division in that catego-
ry.

12.  Any out-of-state competitor must compete at or above the level required by their own state association.
If you must compete in the Masters division in your home state, you must also compete in the Masters division
in Missouri.

13.  Any competitor who makes their own taxidermy parts must show proof of work to receive credit for it.
Example: carving, casting, molding etc.

14.  The Competition Committee may, at its discretion, may move a mount up to the next division after
consulting with the Competitor.



15.  JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL. We ask the highest quality people to judge our show. Compet-
itors are entitled to a critique by the judge to better understand what went into the decision that was made;
however, disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.

16. Major Awards are the decision of the Judges and Competition Committee based upon score and
Division.

17.  No member may be in the Judging area while judging is in progress other than the Judges, Competi-
tion Committee, and Special Guests.

18. (A) No competitor may enter any work that is not of their own doing. (An exception is made for
freeze-dried turkey heads, but all reconstruction and painting must be the work of the competitor.) Ifa
competitor is suspected of entering a specimen not of their own work, they may be required to pass a profi-
ciency test for the Competition Committee.

18. (B) Any mount that is done in a workshop, seminar, or school will be eligible for ribbons, score
sheets, and critiques in their appropriate category, but will NOT be eligible for “Best of Category” or
any other major awards.

19. Any competitor who has entered a piece, not their own work, or falsified an entry in a Taxidermy
Competition Will Not be allowed to compete in any MTA Competition.

20.  Entries executed by more than one Taxidermist must be entered in the Combined Artists Category.
Multiple ribbons are awarded, but not eligible for major awards. Combined artists pieces must be entered in
the division that is the highest of all of the competitors. For instance, if a master taxidermist and two profes-
sional taxidermists collaborate on a piece, it must be entered in the masters division.

21.  Reproductions/Recreations Category includes any reproduction or recreation that can be judged on
an MTA score sheet. You may use commercial parts on your reproduction in the Professional Division if you
so choose. When entering the Masters Division all molding and casting must be done by the competitor.

22.  Art Category will be open art: Taxidermist Choice will choose 1st, 2nd, 3rd, place ribbons. Howev-
er, Art Category will not be eligible for any other awards and will not have a Best of Category.

23.  Life-size Category To be considered a life-size entry the entire animal must be completed. Any
mount that doesn't display the complete animal will be considered a game head and entered into the game
head category. Size qualification - coyote and smaller will be in the small life-size, any species larger, regard-
less whether full grown or offspring, will be entered into the large life-size category.

24.  Mixed Group: Any mount containing two or more different species of animals. You may choose to
have both animals judged as a single entry by entering them into this category.

25. In mounts where there is more than one specimen on a base, the competitor must decide if the
mount will be in the mixed group or judged separately. The mount cannot be entered into two different
categories!

26. Ribbons will be awarded as follows: Honorable mention 65-69, Third Place 70-79, Second Place 80-
89, First Place 90 and above.



27.  BEST ALL-AROUND is open to Missouri Taxidermist Association members only. To compete for
this title, the competitor must enter one mount in each of the following categories in the Masters Division:
Mammal--Life-size, Gamehead--Any mammal shoulder mount, Bird--Waterfowl, upland bird, turkey, or
protected species (with proper permit), and Fish or Reptile --Warm or cold water fish, reptile, amphibian,
other. To place in the Best All-Around competition, each of the four pieces must ribbon. (Reproduction/
Recreation & Art Categories do not qualify for this award.) One taxidermist who demonstrates talents
unsurpassed by any in all four categories will be chosen Missouri’s Best All-Around Taxidermist. A special
award will be presented to the winner at the Awards Banquet.

28.  Best Out-of-State Award goes to the highest scoring mount by an entrant from another state; it need
not be a blue ribbon.

29. To be eligible for “Best Overall Professional” Award all (4) four pieces must be entered in the Profes-

sional Division: Birds, Fish or Reptile/ Amph/Other, and Gameheads or Whitetails and Life-size. All pieces

must ribbon in every category with at least one ribbon being a blue ribbon. (Honorable Mention ribbons do
not count.) Also, this is a once in a lifetime award for the Professional Division.

30.  If there is no Blue Ribbon in a category, there will be no Best of Category awarded.

31.  Any Reference materials or instructions for the Judges must be given to the Competition Committee
at the time of entry, and cannot contain any information as to the entrant’s identity.

32.  All glass cases and protective covers must be removed prior to judging.

33.  Entries will be released after the MTA Business Meeting or at the discretion of the Competition
Committee.

34.  Any Competitor who violates, or in the past has violated, any competition rule; in accordance with
MTA Bylaws, will be subject to loss of any and all awards. Entry fees will not be reimbursed. Cheating at an
event where there is the possibility of financial gain is a criminal act. Cheating that can be documented will
be prosecuted as fraud as per state statutes.

35. By signing the registration form, all competitors release the MTA, its Officers, and Judges from all
liability for mounts entered in the MTA Competition. The greatest care will be taken, but competitors are
advised that accidents or thefts are possible, and that competitors should purchase insurance on their entries
through their local insurance agent.



Missouri Taxidermist Association
Registration Form

Registrant Information . U\’ Available at www.missouritaxidermist.org

Personal Information

Taxidermist Name:

Last First M.1.
Address:
Street Address Apartment/Unit #
City State ZIP Code
Phone: Birth Date (if 16 and under)
Email

Family Members attending
that are not taxidermists:

Attention:If anyone from your family is attending the convention, you will be required to pay a family membership.
If your spouse is attending, but is also a taxidermist he/she must complete and pay a separate registration
fee. Children are allowed to enter mounts under their parent or guardian’s registration without having to pay a
separate fee. Non-taxidermist spouses are allowed to enter the art category without paying a separate registration.

*MTA Dues: ($40 individual; $50 Family)

$
Convention Registration: (375 if postmarked prior to June 30", $150 after) $
Entries ($25 per entry) $
Mammal Challenge ($15 to enter the challenge) $
Live Mounting Competition ($50 per individual/$50 per teammate for 2 man teams)
Number of kids attending the free kids seminar FREE
Best All Around (MTA Members Only $5) $
Awards Banquet (Adults — 13 and over $55; Children 5-12 $18.00; 4 and under FREE
You MUST purchase banquet tickets on this form. No Refunds. No sales at the door.
Banquet numberofadults_ x$55.00 Number of children ages5-12__ x$18.00 $
TOTAL (Make checks payable to the MTA, or complete card info below) $

*MO resident taxidermists must pay dues to enter the convention. Out of state competitors must show proof of
membership in their home state, or pay MTA dues. Only registered taxidermists and their immediate families may
attend seminars and enter vendor area. If husband and wife both do taxidermy their dues will be paid as a family
membership, but they both must pay full registration.

Mail Completed Registration and Payment

MTA Competition and Convention
12711 LAWRENCE 2022 Make Check Payable to the Missouri
Mail to: MILLER MO 65707 Taxidermist Association

For additional info call Show Chairman Cory Hammett at (314) 220-1050 or President Scott Brassfield
at (660) 465-7754 or visit www.missouritaxidermist.org

Credit Card information number expiration date
***you may call in your card number to secretary JD Matthews (471) 737-3509***
Billing address zip code Security Code

VISASD "2¥ e
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v { Entries Form
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Divisions

Randy Pike Amateur Division
Any person who considers themselves a novice, and receives no money for their taxidermy work may compete in
this division.

Youth Division (16 years and under)
Any competitor that is 16 years of age or younger on the day of registration is eligible to compete in this division.

Professional Division
Any person who receives money for their taxidermy work is considered a professional.

Masters Division
Any taxidermist who wants to compete at the highest and most technically correct level can compete in the masters.

Fish (skin mount) Small Mammals
Reproductions Large Mammals
Reptiles/Amphibians/Other Game heads

Birds Whitetails CM
Turkeys Whitetails OM
Freeze Dry (OM — open mouth)
Combined Artists (CM — closed Mouth)
Mixed Group

Original Art

You must indicate OM or CM on ALL whitetail entries. Otherwise your deer could incorrectly be placed in the CM category.

Mounts Entered

To Qualify for these awards
Indicate if you used:
Pro-1 (paste or tan)
Polytranspar (any fish)
Division Category Species Mears Whitetails Form

——COMPETITORS MUST SIGN AND DATE THIS FORM!!«—«

I have read the MTA Competition Rules and certify my entry/entries meet all the requirements; and I will comply
with these rules and the decisions of the Competition Committee.

Competitor’s Signature Date

If your child is entering a mount under your registration, they must fill one of these sheets out separately.



