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January 13th, 2008 Business Meeting
The meeting began with the reading of the minutes from the October, 2007 meeting.  The minutes were approved.  Next the 2007 Financial Report was read and approved.

Pres. Dewayne Bauer asked Gary Sharp to give a report on his progress with recovering MTA funds deposited in checking accounts opened in Jennifer Wyckoff’s name only.  Gary had good news.  He had recovered a substantial portion prior to the meeting and fully expects to get the rest back within the next few months.  His suggestions as to ways of going about this were discussed and one was approved.
The subject of the upcoming Deer Classic was brought up.  Bill Zimmerman said everything was coming together fine.  The public seminar speakers are already lined-up, etc.  The date is set for March 1st and 2nd.  


The next item of discussion was the proposed by law changes put forth by Lee Smith. (Lee was asked at the Oct. meeting to make changes to eliminate the conflicting wording which had been added in past years.)  After going over his proposals, with a couple of very minor changes, it was agreed to bring the final draft to the Deer Classic to be voted on by the members present.

It was suggested that the MTA might have a raffle for a free deer mount at the Classic.  This idea was discarded due to lack of members to stay at a table to sell tickets, etc. during the weekend.  Another idea was a Silent Auction, similar to the one held at the Convention for members only.  This met with approval. (All members attending are encouraged to bring items to put in the auction!  Thank you.)


Pres. Dewayne Bauer says the judges contracts have all been signed for the 2008 Competition.  The line up is Randy Pike judging the Amateur Division, Pat Wagner judging Whitetails & Game heads, Rodney Schreurs judging Mammals, and Mike Orthober judging Birds & Fish.
Vice Pres. Doug Pettig and his wife, Christine have graciously offered to make us dinner on Saturday, after the Classic closes for the day.  All members present are welcome.  A huge thank you to the Pettig clan for all their endeavors on behalf of the MTA!

The meeting was adjourned.

               PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


We had a great seminar at Curt’s, wish more of you could have been there.  By the way, Thanks, Curt!  We appreciate you letting us use your shop.


Just want to remind everyone of the up coming Deer Classic.  We need more people to make it a success.  So mark March 1st and 2nd on your calendar and make an effort to attend.  We are having some real good seminars at this year’s Classic.  There is always something to be learned at our seminars.  Please try to attend, and come early Friday and help set up.  We need your help, and it makes it go that much faster.

President MTA

Dewayne Bauer

OTHER MTA NEWS

The winter seminar on Form Alteration that Marcus gave on Jan. 12th & 13th was informative and an “eye-opener” for me at least.  I haven’t been to many alteration seminars so I thought there were only a couple of ways to “skin a cat”.  Marcus showed us that an oversized goat can be pared down to size (with a lot of elbow grease!  Thanks, Bill. Ha, ha.), and that a form doesn’t necessarily need the same neck it came with.  Gary, please bring pictures of your moose when you get her finished.  I’d like to see how it turned out.  Thank you, Marcus, for sharing your time and your knowledge with us. 

There were several topics discussed by the members attending the meeting.  Several items of interest were gone over and decisions made on a few.  All members are asked to try to attend the Deer Classic in March.  The next MTA business meeting will be held on Sunday, March 2nd.  A vote will be taken at that time to approve the proposed Bylaws. 
THE MISSOURI DEER CLASSIC

MARCH 1ST & 2ND, 2008


It will be held at the Boone County Fairground north of Columbia, MO just off of Highway 63.  The Missouri Taxidermist Association is one of its sponsors.   Members who bring at least 6 mounts to display will get in free.  Each MTA member has the opportunity to set up his or her own display just for attending.  People attend from all over the state; it’s a great chance to get free advertisement for yourself and the organization.  We will begin setting up backboards and tables at 9am Fri., Feb. 29th.  Please try to come early, the more hands available the easier the task.  Anyone who can be there earlier to help with taping off the areas for the vendors would be greatly appreciated!  Jeri says she and Bill will be there at about dawn.

For those staying in Columbia for the weekend there is a block of rooms being held at the Quality Inn (573/449-2491) under *Missouri Deer Classic*.  It is strictly 1st come 1st serve.  Call now to reserve! The cost is $52.00 plus tax.  A map is included in this newsletter. 

James Graham has lined up several top notch seminars for us this year.  Rick/Drake Morris will be painting a turkey head.  John McGee will be taking us through the entire process of mounting a crappie from start to finish with minimal scale loss!  James, himself, will be mounting a whitetail deer for us, and Garland will give a seminar on antler repair & refurbishing, if he comes.  The actual scheduling will be announced at the Classic. 

Jim Cook knows a man who plans to bring turkey limbs, duck knot holes, & mammal bases for us to buy at the Classic.  He says there are some really nice ones.  If you would like to contact Chad, you may call him @ (573) 442-5608.  Chad will be set up in the back. Only members will have access.
 Enclosed in this newsletter you will find a flyer for the Classic.  Please put it up in your shop, and if possible, make a few copies to put up in your area.  Our members are our greatest resource of advertisement.  If we all pitch in, I believe we can make this Classic one of our best attended and best displays ever.
2008 CALENDAR
Missouri Deer Classic

March 1st & 2nd 

                                    
River Hills Shoot

June 7th




MTA Convention

Aug. 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 





Payment of Dues

due at convention 


Some of our new members may be a little confused about what the Deer Classic is and how it started, the Classic was the very first of its kind in the state of Missouri.  The MTA, the Missouri Bow Hunters, and one or two other organizations went together to help raise funds and to help raise interest in hunting, taxidermy, and other related fields.  For the MTA as will as the other organizations, it also has proven to be a very good way to meet new members and for we taxidermists a few new customers.  Donnie and I signed up at the 1996 Deer Classic, and we’ve never regretted it.  We’ve made a lot of new friends and learned even more.  Come be a part of an MTA tradition!   Thanks, Debbie Cross
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