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As 2025 comes to a close, we hope everyone brought in the work that was needed to keep their 
businesses flourishing for the next calendar year. It is a busy time of year for a taxidermist, but hopefully 
you can step back and enjoy some family time and maybe even some time in the woods before the close 
of deer season. The board is working hard to make the 46th annual show the best one yet. We have a great 
lineup of judges and will again be at the venue in Columbia.  
 
Gary Weir is our whitetail judge. 
Matt Welsh is our Fish/Reptile judge. 
Mike Nakielsky is our bird judge. 
Darin Brinks is our mammal/game head judge. 
 
As far as upcoming events, our winter seminar/business meeting is scheduled for January 17th 2026 at the 
ARC Center at 1701 West Ash St. Columbia, MO 65203 in room C. The Seminar will start at 9:00 am. 
We are planning a game head finish work seminar by Mike Goodwin. We will have a business meeting 
following the seminar. Lunch will be provided by the association. There will be more details to come, so 
get on the associations Facebook page to see further updates. 
 
These are the meetings where ideas and concerns about the show are discussed. We did very well on our 
raffles and auction last show. Be thinking of ideas for what to raffle and auction for this coming show. 
The more participants, the better ideas and feedback we get. So, if you can, plan to be there. 
 
Also, all newsletters are posted to the association’s website each quarter. Get on the associations website 
for updated newsletters. 
 
Upcoming meeting dates: 
-January 17th Finish work workshop 
-March 7th Mentorship or MO Vets 
-Dates for the 2026 show are August 13-16 
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